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R supmerAgdemy, M A N T RAS K EY N OT E The division of the sacred syllable "om" into the three
= e atmlgtuoltly";j:;g el S LIRS : sounds, a, u, and m is one of the most enduring ideas in
s \ : ’ _ mantra culture. Originating in Vedic thought, dividing
Ferr 1 L E CT U R E OM offers a fertile framework for the development of
. : - 2 = mantra systems in premodern India. This talk shows
' PEL - _ how successive phases of religious thought adapted
' ' this idea to suit their own mantras and contexts, from
Vedic recitation to Brahmanical dharma, from Puranic
devotion to Yogic silence, from Saiva resonance to Jaina
karma. The division of the sacred syllable at once
shapes and reflects the traditions which claim it: OM is
the bedrock of mantra systems and their essential, most
dynamic expression.
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. 2 ’f - of religion to investigate how ritual, mantras, yoga, and
e Y meditation have shaped Hindu traditions of India from the late
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Bronze Age up through today. He is the author of This Whole
World is OM: Mantra, Yoga, and the the Sacred Syllable in Early

% - India (Oxford University Press, forthcoming), the first-ever
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of Indian religions. Finn
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