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Contemporary scholars rarely question the use of the
term “curriculum” in the context of discussing
medieval Buddhist monasteries, although they have
differing (and sometimes unconventional) notions of
what the term denotes. These subjective
understandings are ill-suited to addressing basic
historical questions, such as whether medieval
Buddhist monastic institutions truly had a concept
comparable to the western notion of a curriculum, and
if they did, when such a thing emerged.

This presentation aims to demonstrate ways in
which Tibetan historical sources can be utilised to
address such questions. It will explore evidence
supporting the view that a concept comparable to that
of a curriculum--in the sense of a prescribed course
of studies——gradually evolved in the Tibetan monastic
sphere between the 12th and 14th centuries, as well as
the stages and ideas involved in the process. It will also
consider features that appear to distinguish the
curricula of Buddhist monasteries from those in other
cultural contexts.
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project. His book-length publications include
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Buddhist Epistemology in the Geluk School (due
for release May 2025) and Colloquial Tibetan: a
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