
 

 

Public lecture  
as part of the workshop “Sounds, 

Literature and Images: Indian 
Experience in the First World War”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Prof. Dr. Anirudh Deshpande 
Department of History, Faculty of Social Sciences, Delhi University 

 

The Indian Army 1850-1950:  
Con�nuity and Change 

Join our mailing list!  

The Indian Army is a unique military ins�tu�on created by the Bri�sh in colonial India. Ini�ally the 
Bri�sh developed three Presidency Armies in India by recrui�ng local soldiers and training them in the 
European way of warfare. The commissioned ranks in these armies were held by the Bri�sh. The 
armies were based on the regimental system. The largest of these armies was the Bengal Army which 
mu�nied in 1857 a�er which the whole military establishment in India was reformed. The history of 
the Indian Army between 1850 to 1950 is one of con�nuity and change. While passing �me 
necessitated change in recruitment and technology, the military establishment was resistant to 
change. Nonetheless the impera�ves of the two world wars transformed the Indian Army in myriad 
ways and disproved many colonial myths about the military prowess of Indians in general. The Indian 
Army inherited by independent India was a product of military tradi�ons cul�vated by the state for 
two hundred years and the changes wrought in it by the interna�onal wars of the 20th century. A non 
poli�cal professionalism was an important characteris�c of this Army the Indian Republic preserved 
for a long �me. 
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