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It has recently been alleged by scholars of the Tibetan
rNying ma tradition that although buddha nature theory
was well-known in Tibet from as early as the eighth
century, it played quite an insignificant role in pre-
classical rDzogs chen exegesis. This lecture challenges
this claim by demonstrating that buddha nature ideas
played a highly significant part in early rDzogs chen
thought (8th to 12th centuries), albeit mostly in the form
of indigenous *bodhigarbha (Tib. byang chub snying po)
concepts rather than the well-known Indic counterpart
tathagatagarbha. The lecture clarifies how this

"bodhi nature" was understood by early rDzogs chen
authors, why it was distinguished from Mahayana-based
buddha nature ideas, and how it eventually became
overshadowed by these latter during the period of
Monastic Hegemony as Indian buddha nature theories
and controversies took centre stage.




