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Hagiographies of Two Women Saints in
Eleventh-century Tibet: Ma gcig Lab
sgron and Ma gcig Zha ma

In this seminar, we will explore the biographies of two women who lived in
Tibet in the eleventh century, a period that was very important for the
formation of Tibetan religious traditions.

Both women saints shared the teachings of Pha Dam pa Sangs rgyas (died
1117) and were prominent figures in the emerging Vajrayana traditions, Ma
gcig Lab sgron in the gCod tradition and Ma gcig Zha ma in the Lam 'bras
tradition. Reading their histories will help us to contextualize one of the
most interesting periods of Tibetan civilization.

Termine:
Di, 20.6.2017, 13:30-15:00, SR 2 TB
Mi, 21.6.2017, 15:15-16:45,SR2 TB

Dieses Seminar findet im Rahmen des BA-Seminars von Dr. Alexander Schiller, “Die
tibetische Hagiographie und ihr Verhaltnis zur Historizitat”, statt.

Bon Origin Myths and Cosmogonies: Strategies
of Legitimization of a Religious Tradition

In the literature of the Tibetan Bon tradition we find interesting theogonic or
cosmogonic narratives, mythical accounts and apotropaic rituals that are rarely found
in the mainstream Buddhist literary traditions of Tibet. Followers of the Bon school
generally consider them as the heritage of the archaic cultural milieu of indigenous
pre-Buddhist Tibet.
In this class, we will explore some Bon origin myths and cosmogonies trying to figure
out the strategies adopted by the authors to form a non-Buddhist tradition with its
own raison d'étre by employing markedly different elements that would be
recognizable as indigenous and originating in ancient times. In this way an extremely
fascinating literary corpus was formed, containing a wealth of elements of different
origin, some endogenous, others exogenous, but with its own inner coherence and
poetics.
Termin:
Do, 22.6.2017, 13:30-15:00, SR 2 TB
Unterrichtsmaterialien zur Vorbereitung sind bei Dr. Schiller erhiltlich

Dieses Seminar ist an alle fortgeschrittenen BA-Studierenden, MA-Studierenden und
Doktoranden in T&B gerichtet.

Alle interessierten Studierenden und Mitarbeiter sind herzlich willkommen.
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