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EEiinnllaadduunngg  zzuumm  VVoorrttrraagg  
 

On the basis of Nāgārjuna’s works, especially the Mūla-
madhyamakakārikā, this presentation focuses on some 
central concepts and gives interpretations which are differ-
ent from later Mādhyamika theories. In order to link some 
of Nāgārjuna’s main refutations, I recommend a skeptical 
standpoint, from which ontological entities (svabhāva) 
could be viewed as referents of concepts. Nāgārjuna argues 
that all concepts are self-contradictory and have no referents 
(niḥsvabhāva). The concept of dependent origination 
(pratītyasamutpāda) is to be differentiated from that of 
dependently originated things (pratītyasamutpanna). The 
former is designated by Nāgārjuna as meaning something 
different than its literal implication, and is equated with the 
supreme truth of emptiness (śūnyatā), which refers to a 
nature of non-origination, while the latter is deemed a con-
ventional notion and its existence is denied.  

 


